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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-28 (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 36> wherein the sodium salt of 
a compound of formula 1IJ-1 is introduced intojhe living body in combination with n e ar infrarod 
fluorescent oontrast agent comprising a sod iu m salt of claim 20 and a pharmaceuticalty 
acceptable carrier. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 46, wherein the sodium salt of 
a compound of formula ITT-1 is introduced into the living body in combination with near - infrar e d 
fluorosoent oontraot agont ' comprising a sodium salt of olaim 35 and a pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable carrier. 

33-35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A method of fluorescence imaging comprising introducing 
a compound of olaim 20 sodium salt of a compound of formula III- 1 having three or more 
sulfonic acid groups in a molecule 




,21 



,25 



,26 



wherein 
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L -L and L -L are each an unsubstituted methine. 

L 4 is methine substituted by alkvl having 1 to 4 carbon atoms or an alkvl havinp 1 to 4 carbon 
atoms and substituted by a sulfonic acid group* 

R l9 and R 20 are lower alkyl having 1 to 5 carbon atoms and are substituted by a sulfonic acid 
group, 

R 31 . R 33 , R 2 \ R 25 , R 27 and R 28 are each hydrogen, 

R" and R 56 are the same or different and each Js_ahydro gen atom or a sulfonic acid group, and 
X r and Y r are the same or different and each is a group of the formula 




wherein R' and R are unsubstituted lower alkyl havinp 1 to 5 carbon atoms, 

into a living body, exposing the body to excitation radiation, and detecting near infrared 

fluorescence from said compound. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method of claim 36 for angiography. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method of claim 36 for tumor imaging. 

39. (Currently Amended) A oompound method of claim 36^ 39 wherein in the sodium 
salt of a compound of formula 111-1 lower alkyl in R t9 and R 20 is of 1-4 C-atoms. 

40. (Currently Amended) A oompound method of claim 36, 39 wherein in the sodium 
salt of a compound of formula IIM lower alkyl in R 19 and R 20 is of 1-2 C-atoms. 

41 . (Currently Amended) A compound method of claim 36. wherein the sodium salt 
of a compound of formula FD-1 has 3 - 9 - having three sulfonic acid groups. 

42. (Currently Amended) A oompound method of claim 36. wherein the sodium salt 
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of a compound of formula has 2P having four sulfonic acid groups. 
43-45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Currently Amended) A method of fluorescence imaging comprising introducing 
a compound of claim 35 the formula 



CH, 



CH, 




■CH, 



CH, 



^ N CH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH 
(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 ' 




S0 3 Na 



(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 Na 



Na0 3 S 



CH, 




-CH, 



CH 2 CH 2 S0 3 Na CH 3 
CH,- 



N CH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH 
(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 - 




S0 3 Na 



(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 Na 



or 



Na0 3 S 



CH, 



CH, 




-CH, 



CH 3 



CH,; 



N CH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH 
(CH 2 ) 2 S0 3 - 




SO a Na 



(CH 2 ) 2 S0 3 Na 



into a living body, exposing the body to excitation radiation, and detecting near infrared 
fluorescence from said compound. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method of claim 46 for angiography. 
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48. (Previously Presented) A method of claim 46 for tumor imaging. 

49. (New) A method of claim 46, wherein the following compound is introduced into 
a living body 



CH, 



CH, 




CH 3 CH 3~ 




SQ 3 Na 



NT "CH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH' Si:: ^^' 
(CH.) 4 SO- (CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 Na 



50. (New) A method of claim 46, wherein the following compound is introduced into 
a living body 



NaQ 3 S 



CH, 




CH 2 CH 2 S0 9 Na CH. 



-CH, 



CH; 



<J ^hT v CH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH 
(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 - 




SQ 3 Na 



(CH 2 ) 4 S0 3 Na 



5 1 . (New) A method of claim 46, wherein the following compound is introduced into 
a living body 



NaO s S 



CH, 



CH, 




-CH, 



CH, 



CH; 



N XH=CH-CH=C-CH=CH-CH 
(CH 2 ) 2 S0 3 - 




SQ 3 Na 



(CH 2 ) 2 S0 3 Na 



52. (New) A method of claim 5 1 for angiography. 



SCH-1799 



PAGE 6/8 » RCVD AT 5/25/2006 3:28:12 PM [Eastern DaySght Time] ' SVR;USPT0EFXRF-3I4 1 DN1S:2730629 » CSID: « DURATION (mnws):01-58 



' *Kay-Z5-06' 03:31pm From- T-236 P 007/008 F-740 



53. (New) A method of claim 5 1 for tumor imaging. 
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